SIBLING SUPPORT

"FAMILY BONDS THAT BLESS"

Key Passages

 1Corinthians 12:26 - "If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if one part
is honored, every part rejoices with it."
e Proverbs 17:17 - "A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for a time of

adversity."

Story

Eight-year-old Emma quietly set the table while her parents helped her autistic
brother through another meltdown. At school that day, friends had complained
about their annoying little brothers, and Emma stayed silent. She loved Jake
fiercely, but sometimes she wondered what "normal” sibling fights would feel like,
or whether her parents would ever have energy left for her school play.

Siblings of special needs children often become the invisible heroes of families—
more mature than their peers, exceptionally compassionate, yet carrying burdens
too heavy for their small shoulders. They may feel overlooked when crisis demands
attention, guilty for feeling jealous, or protective beyond their years.

Paul's description of the body of Christ applies beautifully to families: when one
member suffers, all suffer; when one is honored, all rejoice. This doesn't mean pain
is distributed equally, but that each person's experience affects the whole.
Siblings aren't just bystanders in the special needs journey—they're integral
participants with their own needs, gifts, and calling.

The goal isn't to eliminate their challenges but to help them find meaning in their

unique role while ensuring they feel seen, valued, and supported in their own right.
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Discussion Qs

1.What unique gifts do you see in your typical children because of having a special
needs sibling?

2.How do you balance giving attention to all your children while meeting the needs of
your child with special needs?

3.What signs help you recognize when a sibling needs extra emotional support?

4.How do you help your typical children process their own emotions about their
sibling's challenges?

5.What family activities or traditions help all your children feel equally valued?
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Couples

1.How do you divide responsibilities so that both parents spend quality time with all
children?

2.What strategies help you address sibling conflicts that involve your special needs
child?

3.How do you prepare your typical children for potential future caregiving

responsibilities without overwhelming them?

Application: Plan one special activity with each typical child this month, letting them choose
something they enjoy.



